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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of claim in 
the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

Claims 1-20 (cangeled). 

21 . (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 
a point system management apparatus for registering information of a store 
whfch participates in a point system, and for providing the store with a register store 
number for identifying the store and a crypt key of the store for encrypting data, both 
of said register store number and said crypt key of the store being peculiar to the 
store; 

an IC card which has a memory storing a card number and point data which is 
assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by a customer and having a plurality 
of point storage areas, each of said point storage areas storing point data, which is 
assigned corresponding to a customer's use, and a point management application, 
having a crypt key corresponding to said crypt key of the store, for processing data, 
including point data encrypted by said crypt key of the store, using said crypt key of 
said point management application, and for managing access to a point storage area 
corresponding to the store based on a register store number corresponding to the 
store, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key;-&ed 
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a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 
said register store number and said crypt key of the store and reads the card number 
and the point data from the IC card and transmits the card number and the point 
data; 

a reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer; and 

an application center which is connected to said reference center and said 
reading and writing apparatus, and which receives the card number and the point 
data from said reading and writing apparatus, holds the card number and the point 
data, condu cts a lottery with respect to various customers, determines a winning 
customer who is the winner of said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, 
communicates with said reference center using said card number to retrieve from 
said reference center customer data corresponding to said winning customer, and 
sends a gift to an address of said winning customer based on an address included in 
said customer data retrieved from said reference center . 

22. (currently amended)An IC card comprising: 
a memory storing a card number and point data which is assigned 
corresponding to a use of said IC card by a customer and having a plurality of point 
storage areas, each of said point storage areas storing point data which is assigned 
corresponding to a customer's use by a store which is assigned a register store 
number for identifying the store and a crypt key of the store for encrypting data, both 
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of said register store number and said crypt key of the store being peculiar to said 
store, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; and 

a point management application, having a crypt key corresponding to said 
crypt key of the store, for processing data including point data, which is transmitted 
from outside of said memory of said IC card and encrypted by said crypt key of the 
store using said crypt key of said IC card, and for managing acoess to a point 
storage area corresponding to the store A 

wherein said point management application operates with a point 
management system which includes: 

a reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer, 

a reader and writer which reads the card number and the point data from said 
IC card and transmits the card number and the point data, and 

an application center which is connected to said reference ce nter and said 
reader and writer, and which receives the card number and the point data from said 
reader and writer, holds the card number and the point data, conducts a lottery with 
respect to various customers, determines a winning customer who is the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, communicates with said reference 
center using said card number to retrieve from said reference center customer data 
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corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a gift to an address of said 
winning customer based on an address included in said customer data retrieved 
from said reference center . 

23. (currently amended)A method of issuing point data to an IC card, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

permitting said IC card to be inserted into a reader and writer which has a 
crypt key of a store for encrypting data and a register store number for identifying the 
store, both of said register store number and said crypt key of the store being 
peculiar to the store, 

wherein said IC card includes a memory storing a card number and point data 
which is assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by a customer and having a 
plurality of point storage areas, each of which stores point data, and a point 
management application, having a crypt key corresponding to said crypt key of the 
store, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; 

transmitting to said IC card point data encrypted by said crypt key of the store; 

and 

decrypting the encrypted point data, by said point management application, 
using said crypt key of the point management application and allowing access to one 
of said point storage areas, which corresponds to the store, based on a register store 
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number corresponding to the store A 

wherein said point management aoolication operates with a point 
management system which includes: 

a reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer, 

wherein said reader and writer reads the card number and the point data from 
said IC card and transmits the card number andthe point data, and 

an application center which is connected to said referenoe center and said 
reader and writer, and which receives the card number and the point data from said 
reader and writer, holds the card number and the point data, condu cts a lottery with 
resoect to various customers, determines a winning customer who is the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, communicates with said reference 
center using said card number to retrieve from said reference center customer data 
corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a clft to an address of said 
winning customer based on an address included in said customer data retrieved 
from said reference center. 

24. (currently amended)A method of transmitting point data to an IC card 
with a reader and writer of a store, the method comprising the steps of: 

permitting said IC card to be set into said reader and writer of the store which 
is uniquely assigned the crypt key of a store for encrypting data and a register store 
number for identifying the store, said IC card including a memory storing a card 
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number and point data which is assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by a 
customer and w hich has plurality of point storage areas for storing said point data, 
and a point management application, having a crypt key corresponding to said crypt 
key of the store, for processing said point delta and managing access to a point 
storage areas-area corresponding to the store based on a register store number 
corresponding to the store, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; 

inputting to the IC card point data encrypted by said crypt key of the store, 
said point data being issued corresponding to a customer's use; 

decrypting the encrypted point data by said point management application 
using said crypt key of the point management application; and 

storing the decrypted point data into said point storage area corresponding to 
the store based on said register store number corresponding to the store by said 
point management application* 

wherein said point management application operates with a point 
management system which includes: 

a reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer, 

wherein said reader and writer reads the card number and the point data from 
said IC card and transmits the card number and the point data, and 
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an application center which is connected to said refe rence center and said 
reader and writer, and which receives the card number and the point data from said 
reader and writer, holds the card number and the point data, conducts a lottery with 
respect to various customers, determines a winning custome r who is the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, communicates with said reference 
center using said card number to retrieve from said reference center customer data 
corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a gift to an address of said 
winning customer based on an address included in said customer data retrieved 
from said reference center . 

25. (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 
a point system management apparatus which registers a store which 
participates in a point system, and which provides the store with a register store 
number for identifying the store and a crypt key of the store for encrypting data which 
are peculiar to the store; 

an IC card having a memory storing a card number and point data which is 
assigned corresponding to a use of said 1C card bv a customer w hich includes a 
plurality of point storage areas, each storing point data which is assigned 
corresponding to a customer's use, and a point management application, having a 
crypt key corresponding to said crypt key of the store, for processing data, including 
point data encrypted by said crypt key, using said crypt key of the point management 
application, managing access to a point storage ar e as area corresponding to the 
store based on a register store number corresponding to the store, and securing a 
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point storage area to store point data of a new store if use of said IC card in the new 
store is a first time, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; and 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 
said register store number corresponding to the store and said crypt key of the store;, 

a reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer, and 

an application center which is connected to said reference center and said 
reading and writing aooaratus, and which receives the card number and the point 
data from said reader and writer, holds the card number and the point data, conducts 
a lottery with respect to various customers, determines a winning customer who is 
the winner of said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, communicates with 
said reference center using said card number to retrieve from said reference center 
customer data corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a gift to an 
address of said winning customer based on an address included in said customer 
data retrieved from said reference center , 

26. (currently amended)An IC card comprising: 
a memory storing a card number and point data which is assigned 
corresponding to a use of said IC card bv a customer and having a plurality of point 
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storage areas storing point data which is assigned corresponding to a customer's 
use; and 

a point management application, having a crypt key corresponding to a crypt 
key of a store, for processing data, including point data encrypted by said crypt key 
of the store, using said crypt key of said point management application, managing 
access to a point storage area corresponding to the store based on a register store 
number corresponding to the store, and securing a point storage area to store point 
data of a new store if use of said IC card in the new store is a first time t 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and crypt key A 

wherein said point management aoolication ope rates with a point 

management system which includes: 

a reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer, 

a reader and writer which reads the card number and the point data from said 
IC card and transmits the card number and the point d ata, and 

an application center which is connected to said reference center and said 
reader and writer, and which receives the card number and the point data from said 
reader and writer, holds the card number and the point data, conducts a lottery with 
respect to various customers, determines a winning customer who is the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, commun icates with said reference 
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center using said card number to retrieve from said reference c enter customer data 
corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a gift to an address of said 
winning customer based on an address included in said customer data retrieved 
from said reference center . 

27. (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 
point system management apparatus which registers stores which participate 
in a point system, and which provides each of the stores with a register store number 
and a crypt key which are peculiar to the store, and which controls a plurality of said 
stores as a group and provides to the group of stores a group number which is 
peculiar to the group; 

an IC card having a memory storing a card numbe r and point data which is 
assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by a c ustomer and having a plurality 
of point storage areas, each storing point data which is assigned by each of the 
stores corresponding to a customer's use and a group point storage area storing 
group point data which is assigned by the stores corresponding to a customer's use 
of a store In the group, and a point management application, having a crypt key 
corresponding to said crypt key of the store, for processing data, including point data 
encrypted by said crypt key of the store, using said crypt key of said point 
management application, managing access to a point storage area corresponding to 
the store based on a register store number corresponding to the store, and 
managing access to said group point storage area based on said group number, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 

i 
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to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; and 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 
said register store number corresponding to the store, said group number and said 
crypt key of the stnre and reads the card number and the point data from the IC card 
and transmits the card number and the point data, 

a reference center which stores numbers and as sociated customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each cu stomer including a name 
and an address of said customer; 

an application center which is connected to said reference center and said 
reading and writing, and which receives the card number and the point data from 
said reader and writer holds the card number and the point data, conducts a lottery 
with respect to various customers, determines a winni n g customer who is the winner 
of said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, commu nicates with said 
reference center using said card number to retrieve fro m said reference center 
customer data corresponding to said winning custom er, and sends a gift to an 
address of said winning customer based on an address inc luded in said customer 
data retrieved from said reference center . 

28. (currently amended)An IC card comprising: 

a memory storing a card number and point data which is assigned 
corresponding to a use of said IC card bv a customer and having a plurality of point 
storage areas storing point data which is assigned by stores each having a register 
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store number and a crypt key which are peculiar to said store corresponding to a 
customer's use, and a group point storage area storing group point data which is 
assigned by stores within a group of stores having a group number which is peculiar 
to the group corresponding to a customer's use of stores of the group, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store numbl9r and a crypt key of the store to permit the point storage 
area of the store to be accessed using the register store number and the crypt key; 
and 

appoint management application, having a crypt key corresponding to said 
crypt key of the store, for processing data, including point data encrypted by said 
crypt key, using said crypt key of said point management application, managing 
access to a point storage area based on a register store number corresponding to 
the store, and managing access to said group storage area based on said group 
number, 

wherein said point management application operates with a point 

management system which includes; 

a reference center which stores numbers and associate d customer data for 
customers using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name 
and an address of said customer, 

a reader and writer which reads the card number and the point data from said 
IC card and transmits the card number and the point data, and 

an application center which is connected to said reference center and said 
reader and writer, and which receives the card number and the point data from said 
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reader and writer, holds the card number and the point da ta, conducts a lottery with 
respect to various customers, determines a winning cus tomer who is the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery, communicates with said reference 
center using said card number to retrieve from said refe rence center customer data 
corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a gift to an address of said 
winning customer based on an address included in said cu stomer data retrieved 
from said re ference center. 

29. (previously presented) An IC card according to claim 22, wherein 
said point management application distinguishes data transmitted from a reading 
and writing apparatus of several stores and records points in an area within said 
plurality of point storage areas of said memory. 

30. (previously presented) An IC card according to claim 29, wherein 
said point management application allows access to an area that corresponds to 
transmitted data and prohibits access to other areas. 

31. (previously presented) An IC card according to claim 29, wherein said 
point management application allows writing point data into an area that corresponds 
to transmitted data, and prohibits writing to other areas, and reads point data from 
both an area that corresponds to transmitted data and another store's area. 

32. (previously presented) A point management system according to 
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claim 25, wherein said point management application distinguishes data transmitted 
from a reading and writing apparatus of several stores and records points in an area 
them within said plurality of point storage areas of said memory. 

33. (previously presented) A point management system according to claim 
32, wherein said point management application allows access to an area that 
corresponds to transmitted data and prohibits access to other areas. 

34. (previously presented) A point management system according to claim 
32, wherein said point management application allows writing point data into an area 
that corresponds to transmitted data, and prohibits writing to other areas, and reads 
point data from both an area that corresponds to transmitted data and another 
store's area. 

35. (previously presented) An IC card according to claim 22, wherein 
each of said point storage areas has a history storage area storing times of using 
said IC card in the store corresponding to said point storage area. 

36. (previously presented) A point management system according to 
claim 25, wherein said point management application writes crypt key peculiar to the 
new store when securing the point storage area for the new store. 

37. (previously presented) A point management system^ according to 
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claim 25, wherein each of said point storage areas has a history storage area storing 
times of using said IC card in the store corresponding to said point storage area. 

38. (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 

a point system management apparatus for registering a store which 
participates in a point system, and for providing the store with a register store 
number and a crypt key, both of which are peculiar to the store; 

an IC card which has a memory storing a card number and point data which is 
assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by * customer and having a plurality 
of point storage areas, each of said point storage areas storing point data, which is 
assigned corresponding to a customer's use, and a point management application 
for processing data encrypted by said crypt key and including point data, and for 
managing access to a point storage area corresponding to the store based on a 
register store number corresponding to the store, the access being allowed only to 
the point storage area corresponding to said register store number, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; and 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 
said register store number and said crypt kfty and reads the card number and the 
point data from the IC card and transmits the card number and the point data 
wherein said point system management app aratus comprises; 
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a mfar^ B center which stores nu m bers and associated customer data for 
customers usino in cards, said customer data for each customer jfiQlMdinq a name 
and an address of sa id customer, and 

gn ap plication center which is co n nected to said reference center apd said 
reader and writ er, and which r e ceives the card number and the, point data from said 
reader and wn>r holds the c a rd number and the point data , conducts a lottery with 
resect to various customer* determine s a winning customer who is, the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting s a id lottery, communicates with said reference 
center using said card number to retrieve from said reference center customer data 
corresponding to said winnin n customer, and sends a gift to an address of said 
winning customer based o n an address included in said customer data retrieved 
from said reference center . 

39. (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 
an IC card which has a point management application and a memory storinq _a 
card number and point data which is assigned corre sponding to a use of said IC card 
h y a customer and having a plurality of point storage areas, each of said point 
storage areas storing point data, which is assigned corresponding to a customer's 
use, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key; 

a point system management apparatus for registering a store which 
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participates in a point system, and for providing the store with a register store 
number and a crypt key, both of which are peculiar to the store and are used when 
accessing to said point management application; and 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card_ajnd 
reads the card number and the point data fr o m the I C ca rd and transmits the ca r d 
number and the point data . 

wherein said point management application has a function of processing data 
encrypted by said crypt key, a function of storing a point to said memory, and 
function of managing so that access is allowed only to the point storage area 
corresponding to said register store number when said point management 
application is accessed for updating point 

xAjhftrein said point system managemen t apparatus comprises; 
* reference center which stores numbers and associated customer data for 
customers using IC cards. said customer data for each custo mer including a name 
and an address of sa id customer, and 

gn appli cation center which is connected t o said refe rence center and said 
reader and wrj^r and which reives the card number and the point data from sgid 
reader and writer, holds the card number and the point data conducts a lottery with 
rasoect to various custom^ determin e s a winning customer whp is the winner of 
said lottery as a result of conducting sai d lottery, communicates with said reference . 
center usino said card nnmher to ret r ieve from said reference center customer data 
corresponding to said winning customer, and send s a gift to aq address of said . 
winning customer based on an addr e ss included in said customer data retrieve d 
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from said r eference center. 

40. (previously presented) A point management system according to claim 
25. wherein a new crypt key is stored in a newly secured area by said point 
management application. 

41 (previously presented) An IC card according to claim 26, wherein a 
new crypt key is stored in a newly secured area by said point management 
application. 

42. (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 
a point system management apparatus which registers stores which 
participate in a point system, which controls some of stores as a group, and which 
provides stores participating in the group with a register store number and a group 
number so that each store participating in the group has both the register store 
number which is peculiar to the store and the group number which is peculiar to the 
group; 

an IC card having a memory storing a card number and nolnt data which is 
gft ftinnBd corresponding to a use o f IC card bv a customer and having a plurality 
of point storage areas storing point data which is assigned by each of the stores 
corresponding to a customer's use and a group point storage area storing group 
point data which is assigned by the stores participating in the group corresponding to 
a customer's use, and a point management application which manages access to 
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each of said point storage area by said register store number and access to said 
group point storage area by said group number, 

wherein each point storage area of a store is formed in corresponding relation 
to a register store number of the store to permit the point storage area of the store to 
be accessed using the register store number and a crypt key;-an4 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 
said register store number and said group numbe r nnd r*ads the card nurpber and 
th» point data fmm th* IC card a n * transmits the card number and the point data ,, 
^rPin said point astern mananement apparatus comprisgji 
a mfamnnit renter wh K * stores numbers and associated customer data fo r 
n.Mtnmera using ir. n««ta said c ^er data for each customer including a . pame 

and an address of sa jd customer. 

^ .^n renter w h-ch te connecte d to said referent center and said 
r aa dino and wri tin g .noaratus. a nH which receives the card number and the point 
rita from said r^der and writer, hold, the card number and the point data, conducts 
« lottery with r ^ P*ct to variou s »*tnm m . determines a winning customer who is 
fr« winner of s»" as a of conducting said lottery, communicates , with 

« a id reference c-ntar n.inc said ca r d n umber to re trieve from said reference center 
mstnmer da* cnrrpsnondinc to said winning customer, and send^ a gift to .^p 
.Hdress of saM winninn custo mer hased on an address included in said customer 
data retrieved from said reference center. 



43. (previously presented) A point management system according to 
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claim 42. wherein when point is stored in the memory by the store participating the 
group, the point is stored in both storage area corresponding to the register store 
number and a group point storage area corresponding to the group. 

44. (previously presented) A point management system according to 
claim 42, wherein when point is stored in the point storage area corresponding to the 
register store number by the store participating the group, the point is also stored in 
a group point storage area corresponding to the group. 
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